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@ Run-0Ons

A run-on sentence is two or more sentences incorrectly written as a single sentence. Sometimes
the run-on is punctuated with a comma, as in, “Ursula walked down the street, she carried her
purse.” This is called a comma splice since the two complete sentences are spliced or joined by
a comma. At other times there is no punctuation, as in, “Ursula walked down the street she car-
ried her purse.” This is a run-on sentence since one complete sentence runs on into another
complete sentence.

Here are some run-on sentence examples. On the line below the comma splice or run-on

problem, write a correct version of the same idea. There may be more than one correct
version.

My parents bought new furniture, all the pieces fit well together.

She loved to have her fingernails done the cost of doing so never bothered her.

This watch is waterproof my father even wears it when he goes for a swim.

Your company had the workers sign an agreement it would bind all parties to a code of
silence.

Four lifeguards sprinted across the beach all of them were trying to get to the helpless
swimmer.

I3, WRITING TIP Run-ons and comma splices can be eliminated by reading your writing aloud
from the last sentence to the first sentence. Also, pay close attention to

punctuation. If you do these two easy steps, you can reduce, or even eliminate,
the number of run-ons and comma splices in your writing.
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